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Abbey C of E Infant and Nursery School,

Aston Road

Nuneaton CV11 5EL
Telephone 02476 386101

e-mail: admin3103@we-learn.com
Welcome to our school – a caring, happy and friendly environment where we

‘Love, laugh and learn together’.

We hope that your child will be very happy at Abbey C.E Infant School.  We are very proud of our school and its achievements. 

We hope that you will find the information in our Prospectus useful.  

If you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Mrs S Thorpe
Headteacher
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Our Admission Policy

Our standard number for admission is 60 pupils per year group.  The school follows an admission policy based on a County Model.  Parents who move into the area can enrol their child at any time during the year provided there are spaces available.  Parents wishing to visit the school prior to making the decision to enrol their child are most welcome.  
Children are allocated a place into our Reception classes according to the following Admissions Policy.
1.  Children living in the care of, or provided with accommodation by, a 

    Local Authority.

2.  Children living in the priority area who have a brother or sister at the               

     School at the time of admission. 

3   Children living in the priority area who have a brother or sister at the

     partner junior school at the time of admission. 

4.  Other children living in the priority area. 

5.  Children living outside the priority area who have a brother or sister at the    

     time of admission. 

6.  Children living outside the priority area who have a brother or sister at the     
     partner junior school at the time of admission. 

7.  Other children living outside the priority area. 

A booklet explaining the admissions procedure is available from the Schools Admission Service – telephone 01926 412852.

Our School Aims

Abbey C of E Infant and Nursery School where we Love, Laugh and Learn.
Our aim is for every child to achieve their full potential in a safe, caring and stimulating environment.  

As a Church school we endeavour to create an atmosphere which encourages Christian values and where the learning experiences are set in a Christian context.
We offer a wealth of extra-curricular out of school activities to promote physical, social and emotional well being.  

We work closely with parents/carers to ensure that the children have the best possible education and a happy experience at Abbey. 

Our school and its grounds.

Abbey C of E Infant and Nursery School is a lovely friendly school dating back to 1897.

We have six classrooms which are all equipped with interactive whiteboards and projectors, along with a separate ICT suite which all children in school have access to during the school week.   
There is a well stocked library where the children are able to enjoy reading and regularly change their reading books and a school hall which is used for assemblies, PE lessons, School clubs, (for example judo, cheerleading) and parents coffee mornings. 
We also have a School Nursery class attached to the main school building with its’ own well equipped outdoor play area.  

Outside we have our playground and a large field with a tyre play area.  The children are able to use the field at playtime and lunchtimes during the summer.  We also have a wildlife area with a pond (which is fenced off for safety reasons).  

Please note that there is a NO SMOKING policy both in school and in the grounds – this is a legal requirement.   Please also note that dogs are NOT ALLOWED on the school site for health and hygiene reasons.
School Staff

Mrs S Thorpe

            Headteacher/Designated Child Protection Person
Mr M Fisher

            Deputy Headteacher and Reception Teacher
Our Teaching Team:

Mrs P Rudkin




Nursery Teacher

Mrs M Jackson



Reception Teacher

Miss J Rouault



Year 1 Teacher

Mrs J Hampton



Year 1 Teacher

Miss E Boulstridge



Year 2 Teacher

Mrs J Johnson



Year 2 Teacher
Mrs C Wright




Year 2 Teacher
Mrs C Breen
Learning Mentor/Designated Child         Protection Person
Our Teaching Assistants:

Mrs B Passey
Senior Early Years Educator (Nursery)

Mrs L Blaney
Reception Teaching Assistant

Mrs M Clay
Reception Teaching Assistant

Mrs J Clarke
Key Stage 1 Teaching Assistant

Mrs J Green
Key Stage 1 Teaching Assistant and Senior Lunchtime Supervisor
Mrs L Boulton
Key Stage 1 Teaching Assistant and Nurture Group

Mrs M Young
Key Stage 1 Teaching Assistant and Nurture Group

Mrs J McKeown
Special Needs Teaching Assistant

Mrs A Devenport
Teaching Assistant
Our Administrative Staff:

Mrs J Laight
School Business Manager

Mrs L Chandler
Clerical Assistant

Our Caretaker:

Mr P Mundy

Our Lunchtime Supervisors:

Mrs M Calvert, Mrs D Smith, Mrs V Storer, Mrs J Vann, Mrs S Whitmore, 
Mrs D Willis.  

Our Kitchen Staff:

Mrs H Jones, Mrs J Crutchley
Our Governing Body

Mr P Allred 


Chair

Mrs B Hudson


Vice Chair

Father M Liddell

Mrs S Ajamati

Mrs C Breen

Mrs M Jackson

Mrs J Laight

Mrs S Thorpe

Mrs J Harris


Parent Governor

Mrs S Korzeniewski

Parent Governor

Mrs R Speedy                      Parent Governor
School Uniform

Our school uniform is as follows:

Green sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo.

White polo shirt with school logo
Grey school trousers/grey school skirt
Grey or black sensible school shoes.  
Girls may wear a green school dress and sensible sandals in the summer. 
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Our PE kit:

White t-shirt

Green or black PE shorts

Black pumps
School book bag (for reading books, newsletters etc.).

Items of school uniform can be purchased from Jeans Station in Nuneaton town centre. 
For health and safety reasons please do not send your child to school wearing jewellery (with the exception of small gold stud earrings). 
Please ensure that all items of school uniform and book bags are clearly named. 

Please note that uniform is not compulsory in our Nursery class but some children do like to wear it.  
Absence From School
If your child is absent, please telephone the school as soon as possible stating why your child is at school.   It is a legal requirement that we record the reason for any absence from school.  If we do not receive an explanation, then the absence will be recorded as unauthorised.  If at all possible, please make appointments (eg dental) outside of school hours.   

Punctuality
School begins at 8.50 am and the children line up on the playground in their classes.  It is very important that your child arrives at school on time every day so that the whole class can begin their day together. 
Holidays in Term Time
Holidays during term time are discouraged and only authorised in exceptional circumstances.  If you need to apply for holiday authorisation you will need to show that the holiday is unavoidable. As your child’s education suffers, lessons are missed and you are in breach of your legal obligation to send your child to school. Since January 2006 the Local Authority has taken a stronger stance on holidays during term time, so we advise that you do not take holidays in term time. If you choose to take a holiday in term time it will be necessary for you to complete an ‘absence request form’ for each child. These forms are available in the school office. Based on your child’s attendance, the time of year which the holiday is planned and which year group they are in determine if the holiday is authorised or not. If you take more than one holiday in the academic year then we are afraid that we will not be able to authorise this. If the holiday is unauthorised then the school Education Walfare Office will be informed. Wherever possible please arrange to take personal holiday during the school holiday periods as children who are absent from school miss valuable lessons which cannot be repeated. If you need to discuss this further make an appointment to see the Head Teacher.

Special Educational Needs
At our school we aim to meet the needs of all children.   Some children may at some stage have barriers to their learning.  The school works hard to support such children and progress is regularly reviewed.  Parents are involved with this process and kept up to date with their child’s progress.  Contact with relevant outside agencies is carried out when necessary and appropriate.   

Child Protection and Safeguarding Children
The school has in place a Child Protection Policy which conforms to current guidelines.  Staff regularly undertake training and there are two designated Child Protection members of staff.  These are Mrs Thorpe and Mrs Breen.  All staff employed by the school are appointed under rigorous safeguarding procedures.  We aim to work closely with families and support those in need.  However, our first duty is to the child and some cases may be referred to Nuneaton Children’s team.
Under the Education Act 2002 (Section 175), schools must make arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  Parents/carers should know that the law (Children Act 1989) requires all school staff to pass on information which gives rise to a concern abouyt a child’s welfare, including risk from neglect, physical, emotional or sexual abuse.  The staff will seek, in general, to discuss any concerns with the parent/carer, and where possible, seek their consent to a referral to Social Care.  This will only be done where such discussion will not place the child at increased risk of significant harm.  Schools will seek advice from Social Care when they have reasonable cause to suspect a child may be suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.  Occasionally, concerns are passed on which are later shown to be unfounded.  Parents/carers will appreciate that the designated person for child protection was carrying out their responsibilities in accordance with the law and acting in the best interests of all children.  
There are two designated persons at Abbey Infant School. They are           Mrs S Thorpe and Mrs C Breen. 
Religious Education and Collective Worship
Although we are a Church controlled school, we welcome families and children of all faiths.  
Our Religious Education lessons seek to develop children’s understanding of Christianity and other principal religions represented in our community.  It encourages respect for those holding different beliefs and promotes pupils spiritual, moral and cultural development.  
There is a daily act of collective worship which focuses on Christian values.  Parents have the right to ask for their child to be withdrawn from Religious Education lessons or collective worship.

Our Celebration Assembly takes place on Friday mornings at 9.00 am, when we celebrate our children’s achievements.  You will be sent an invitation to come in to see your child receive their award.  

Medicines in School
If your child needs to take medicine during the school day, you will need to call at the office to complete a Medication Consent form.  Please note that we are only able to administer medication prescribed by your family doctor and not medicines that have been bought over the counter.  

Children who suffer from asthma must have a spare, named, inhaler in school.  
If a child is unwell or has an accident during the school day every effort will be made to contact you.  It is therefore essential that we have an up to date contact telephone number for you at all times.  
Supporting your child’s learning.
Homework


          




The school believes that it is important for all children to continue their learning at home.  We encourage parents to support their children through daily practise of their reading books.  Children in Key Stage 1 may bring home a variety of activities including spellings and numeracy work.  Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage may sometimes bring home topic- linked activities.  

Parent Helpers
Children benefit greatly when home and school work closely together.  We encourage parents and carers to come into school to help support the children’s learning.  Parental support and participation in the life of the school is highly valued.  Please contact either your child’s class teacher or the Headteacher if you are willing to be involved. 
Coffee and Catch-Up Mornings
These morning are an informal get together with the Headteacher and staff from the Children’s Centre.  Everyone is very welcome. 

SHARE  - this is an informal opportunity to meet with other parents and share ideas about how to support your child at home with their learning.
Rules, Rewards and Sanctions
We have a set of four golden rules that are universal to the whole school and apply both inside and outside the classroom.  These rules are displayed clearly in each classroom and throughout the school. 

We listen to each other.

We work hard and play safely.

We are polite, helpful and kind.

We take care of our environment. 

These rules underpin all of our reward and sanction procedures. 

We have a rigorous Behaviour Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy in school which all children and staff are aware of. 
Parental Involvement
We aim to work in partnership with our parents by informing them of any concerns that we have as early as possible.  This may take placed in the form of an informal discussion at either the beginning or end of the day or a more formal notification.  We also encourage our parents to keep us informed of any behaviour issue they may be experiencing at home and of any trauma that may have occurred i.e. death of a family member, change in their family circumstances as these may influence their child’s behaviour.  
Complaints Procedure
Staff at the school are always willing to discuss problems that might arise and usually we can sort out any worries or concerns that you may have.  Your first point of contact is the class teacher and then either the Deputy Headteacher or the Headteacher.  

If parents are still unhappy and would like to seek further advice then Warwickshire County Council have a formal complaints procedure which may be viewed on request at the School Office.  
Charging Policy
On occasions we like to arrange events and visits to support our children’s curriculum work.  These may be events within school, half or whole day educational visits which the school cannot provide without seeking financial support from parents.  

Where such an event or activity is planned during school time there will be no compulsory charge but voluntary contributions are requested so that such events can take place.  If voluntary contributions do not cover the cost of visits they may be cancelled, but no child will be asked to contribute more than the proportional cost.  
The School Day
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Main School
Morning Session:  8.50 am – 12.30 pm
Lunch: 12.00 – 1.00 pm
Afternoon Session:  1.30 pm – 3.00 pm

Children can arrive on the school site after 8.40 am but must remain under the supervision of their parent/carer until the bell goes at 8.50 am. 

At hometime teachers bring their class to the door.  Children are not allowed onto the playground until the teacher can see that the parent/carer is there.  If arrangements for collecting your child change we do ask that you let the teacher or office know beforehand.  
Nursery Class:

Morning Session:  8.45 am - 11.45 am

Afternoon Session:  12.00 pm – 3.00 pm. 

Emergency Closure
If we have to close the school because of bad weather or an emergency, details will be broadcast on BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 94.8 FM or Mercia radio on 97.0 FM.   A message will also be posted on the Warwickshire County Council website (www.warwickshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures).   You can sign up to a free text messaging service – see the council website for full details.  You should not ring the school or the radio stations because this can block the telephone lines and delay important messages getting through to everyone. 
Any other information
If you are considering bringing your child to our lovely school, please feel free to contact us on :- 02476 386101 and ask for a visit at any time. We are always happy to show prospective pupils our lovely school and answer any queries you may have.

Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus.
